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“The concept of significance changes with the passage of time, new scholarship, 
and a better understanding of the need to recognize historic places 
associated with all of the nation’s diverse cultural groups.” 





















































































“It took me a long time to be able to go and ask questions, because our older people very seldom make you ask questions. 
When they talk to you, they give you advice. 
When you talk to younger people, you give them advice and teach them what you want them to learn. 
It’s coming from the heart.  That’s just the way it was.” 
































































































































III.  BACKGROUND & HISTORY 
“Once we were happy in our own country and we were seldom hungry, 
for then the two-legged and the four-legged lived together like relatives, and there was plenty for them and for us. 
But the Wasichus came, and they made little islands for us and other little islands for the four-leggeds, 
and always these islands becoming smaller…” 

























































































livestock markets, thus causing economic hardship for the state’s livestock industry.  This 
is the essence of the current controversy over Yellowstone buffalo. 




















































































































































































































































“We told them [the commissioners sent by the president] that the supernatural powers, Taku Wakan, 
had given to the Lakotas the buffalo for food and clothing. 
We told them that where the buffalo ranged, that was our country. 
We told them that the country of the buffalo was the country of the Lakotas. 
We told them that the buffalo must have their country and the Lakotas must have the buffalo.” 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































“This is a great day for the Indian people…I pray that we will be able to connect with our past. 
I pray for our future, that this will be taken in a good way and not a negative way. 
I hope people can learn by having our children at the forefront of something historic. 
This is a day that can never be taken away from them, something they’ll take when they meet their maker 
and will be able to report to their ancestors and make them proud.” 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































VI.  THE 1999 BUFFALO WALK 
“On the dawn of the 7th day of February, in the 7th generation, according to ancient wintercount, in the year 1999, will rise with 
the sun a new beginning and a powerful day of prayer, song, honor, respect and ceremony. 
As Elders, leaders, and common men and women will gather from the four directions near the Heart Of All That Is (Sacred 
Black Hills) at the Oyate Center (Peoples Gathering Place) located in the heart of Lakota Homes at Rapid City, South 
Dakota...to declare an event of the utmost historical importance, a great Spiritual Walk… 











































































































































Feb. 7  Leave Lakota Homes/Paha Sapa  Arrive Bear Butte, SD  39 miles 
Feb. 8  Leave Bear Butte, SD  Arrive Belle Fourche, SD  43 miles 
Feb. 9  Leave Belle Fourche, SD  Arrive Alzada, MT  30 miles 
Feb. 10  Leave Alzada, MT  Arrive Hammond/Boyes, MT  28 miles 
Feb. 11  Leave Hammond/Boyes, MT  Arrive Broadus, MT  20 miles 
Feb. 12  Leave Broadus, MT  Arrive Ashland, MT  41 miles 
Feb. 13  Rest Day 
Feb. 14  Leave Ashland, MT  Arrive Lamedeer, MT  41 miles 
Feb. 15  Leave Lamedeer, MT  Arrive Busby, MT  16 miles 
Feb. 16  Leave Busby, MT  Arrive Crow Agency, MT  25 miles 
Feb. 17  Rest Day 
Feb. 18  Leave Crow Agency, MT  Arrive St. Xavier, MT  32 miles 
Feb. 19  Leave St. Xavier, MT  Arrive Pryor, MT  41 miles 
Feb. 20  Leave Pryor, MT  Arrive Laurel, MT  35 miles 
Feb. 21  Rest Day 
Feb. 22  Leave Laurel, MT  Arrive Columbus, MT  25 miles 
Feb. 23  Leave Columbus, MT  Arrive Big Timber, MT  41 miles 
Feb. 24  Leave Big Timber, MT  Arrive Livingston, MT  43 miles 
Feb. 25  Rest Day 
Feb. 26  Leave Livingston, MT  Arrive Emigrant, MT  22 miles 











•  Leave:  Big Timber, MT 











•  Leave:  Livingston, MT 














































•  Leave:  Corwin Springs, MT 





























































































































































































































































“Things in time will heal.  The people have to heal. 
They have to understand what’s happening, not just to the buffalo, to the native people and to Mother Earth… 
The truth has to be heard [so that] healing begins.” 














































































































































































































































“Believing, with Max Weber, 
that man is an animal suspended in webs of significance he himself has spun, 
I take culture to be those webs, 
and the analysis of it to be therefore not an experimental science in search of law 
but an interpretive one in search of meaning.” 






































































































































































“Behavior must be attended to, and with some exactness, because it is through the flow of behavior— 
or, more precisely, social action—that cultural forms find articulation… 
Whatever, or wherever, symbol systems ‘in their own terms’ may be, we gain empirical access to them by inspecting events, 
not by arranging abstract entities into unified patterns.” 





















































































































































































































































































































































































X.  DATA GAPS & RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER WORK 
“Reaching fieldwork goals comes agonizingly slowly. 
You won’t achieve some goals—or won’t realize that you did until long after you leave the field. 
You’ll achieve others only by fundamentally reshaping a portion of your project. 














































































“It’s important to keep the history alive, because as park administrators leave… 
that turns over the power and the memory of this can fade. 
But it doesn’t fade for the tribes.  And it doesn’t fade for the buffalo… 
Park Service people have a duty to keep it alive…If we don’t keep it alive, the tribes will.” 
--Carolyn Duckworth, Yellowstone National Park Division of Publications 
























































































































































“The incorporation or consideration of another worldview, in this case that of Native Americans, 
can change the ways of perceiving the problem or issue, can change the types and sources of information gathered, 
can change the decision-making process, can change the nature and range of possible outcomes, 
and can make some outcomes simply not acceptable because they contradict ethical considerations.” 
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